[Lethal catatonia: clinical aspects and therapeutic intervention. A review of the literature].
Lethal catatonia continues to occur and represents a nonspecific syndrome associated with diverse organic as well as functional conditions. From this perspective, neuroleptic malignant syndrome may be conceptualized as a neuroleptic-induced toxic or iatrogenic form of organic lethal catatonia. Neuroleptics appear ineffective in the treatment of lethal catatonia and should be stopped whenever this disorder is suspected. Existing data suggest that ECT is a safe and effective treatment for lethal catatonia. ECT also appears effective in the treatment of neuroleptic malignant syndrome.